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" Placed in a position of this Knd, the Douma loses
little by little the consciousness of forming part of the
powers of the State, and becomes accustomed to regard
the Government as a hostile outside force, and conse-
quently a legitimate prey. It is an undeniable fact that
the Douma, thanks to a deplorable electoral system, does
not faithfully represent the entire population of Russia ;
on the contrary, there are wide circles of society, having
great weight and influence in the country, which are
not represented at all. The peasants are far from being
represented by men who express the real spirit of the
agricultural class. The Douma is especially dominated
by the so-called intellectuals of the cities and the semi-
intellectuals of the rural districts. But in spite of all
this the Douma must be recognized as a very important
entity ; that which gives it strength is the hope that
is centred in it, the general belief that it alone can find
a solution for the crisis through which Russia is passing,
and, finally, the absolute lack of faith that the country
has in a bureaucratic government. In the mind of the
unenlightened peasant mass there is also a superstitious
idea that the Douma is omnipotent, that it can bestow
land upon all and save everybody from wretchedness
and famine.
" This circumstance alone is of a nature to make it,
not only undesirable, but excessively dangerous to allow
an open rupture to ensue between the Government and
the Douma. The only way to prevent it is to re-establish
the relations between the two, and that is impossible
except on condition of replacing the present Cabinet by a
new Ministry. It is indispensable to call to power men
who are capable of acquiring influence over the Douma.
and maintaining control. A new Ministry can alone save
the authority of the Government and restore in fell